
New Jersey History and Historic Preservation Conference 

Wednesday, June 8, 2016, 1:30 pm – 5:00 pm 

 

Collections Care Workshop at Thomas Edison National Historical Park 

 

This curatorial workshop contains a wide range of interesting and useful topics related to historic 

housekeeping, storage, preservation of collections, and preservation of digital photographs and 

other digital media.  Workshop sessions will be presented by the museum staff of Thomas 

Edison National Historical Park, which has the second largest museum collection in the National 

Park Service.   

 

The Laboratory Complex contains fourteen historic structures, six of which were built in 1887 as 

the first research and development center dedicated to the “business of inventing.” Many rooms 

contain their original furnishings. The Edison home, Glenmont, a twenty-nine room Queen Anne 

style mansion built in 1880, contains the original furnishings and decorative arts objects from the 

Edison era.  The fifteen acre estate also includes gardens, the family greenhouse and barn, and 

the Edison poured concrete garage containing the family’s automobiles.  The museum collection 

encompasses over 400,000 artifacts including everything from prototype and commercial Edison 

products, to laboratory furnishings and equipment, to personal items used by the Edison family. 

The Edison Archives includes an estimated six million documents, 48,000 sound recordings, 

10,000 rare books, 3,000 laboratory notebooks and 60,000 historic photographs.  

 

Three sessions will be presented during the workshop: 

 

Historic Housekeeping - presented by Beth Miller, Curator of Glenmont 

Dust and dirt are a constant threat to museum collections and exhibits.  With a little bit of 

common sense and a commitment to a regular housekeeping schedule, these can be kept to a 

minimum.  Learn about establishing a housekeeping routine, setting up a cleaning schedule, the 

supplies and equipment needed, and cleaning procedures for various types of museum objects. 

 

How to Preserve Digital Photographs & Collections – Jerry Fabris, Curator of Sound 

Recordings 

Most people and organizations need to save digital information – photographs, audio, video, 

email, documents. Yet, preserving digital files can be problematic, especially on a small budget. 

Drawing from guidelines developed by the National Digital Information Infrastructure & 

Preservation Program, this session will provide basic tips to help make digital collections last 

long-term.   

 

Storage and Preservation of Collections – Joan Harris-Rico, Collections Manager 

Participants will learn about standard museum practices for handling collections, storage supplies 

and equipment, conservation of artifacts, and environmental monitoring.  Lastly, participants will 

take a walking tour of the main laboratory building which will highlight collections care issues.   

 

This Collections Care workshop is designed for staff and volunteers who are involved in 

collections care activities or have responsibility for cultural collections, such as librarians, 

archivists, curators, collections managers, stewards of historic house museums, and registrars. 



Location:  Thomas Edison National Historical Park, 211 Main Street, West Orange, NJ  07052 

Maximum 30 participants 

 

Agenda 

 

1:30-1:45pm – Greetings and Logistics 

 

1:45-2:45pm – Historic Housekeeping – Beth Miller, Curator of Glenmont 

 

2:45-3:00pm – break 

 

3:00-3:45pm – How to Preserve Your Digital Photos & Collections – Jerry Fabris, Curator of 

Sound Recordings 

 

3:45-4:00pm - break 

 

4:00-5:00pm – Storage and Preservation - Joan Harris-Rico, Collections Manager 

 

 


